
National Spatial Data 
Infrastructure: Coordinating 

Geographic Information

www.fgdc.gov



Federal Geographic Data Committee 
(FGDC)

• The U.S. Federal Interagency committee 
responsible for facilitating geospatial related 
activities and promoting the development and 
implementation of the National Spatial Data 
Infrastructure (NSDI).

• Composed of many federal, state, academic 
agencies and the private sector working to 
actually build the NSDI.



National Spatial Data Infrastructure 
(NSDI)

• The NSDI is seen as the technology, 
policies, and people necessary to promote 
geospatial data sharing throughout all 
levels of government, the private and non-
profit sectors, and academia.

• The NSDI provides a base or structure of 
relationships among data producers and 
users that will facilitate data sharing.

http://www.fgdc.gov/


NSDI Vision

• To encourage the collection, processing, 
archiving, integrating, and sharing of 
geospatial data and information using 
common standards and interoperable 
systems and techniques.

• To encourage accessibility via the web.

• To foster the improved use of geospatial 
data for better decision making.

http://www.fgdc.gov/


NSDI Components

MetadataMetadata

GEOdataGEOdata

Clearinghouse (catalog)Clearinghouse (catalog)

FrameworkFramework

StandardsStandards
Partnerships
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NSDI Framework Component

FrameworkFramework

Forms the data backbone of the NSDI.  Designed to facilitate 
production and use of geographic data, reduce operating costs, 
and improve service and decision making.

NSDI Framework Core Data Themes
Imagery
Elevation
Cadastral

Transportation
Governmental Units

Geodetic
Hydrography

PRiMO Framework 
Development Initiative

Natural Hazards
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