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Personal Statement:

Howard Diamond has worked in various positions within the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) since 1981 and currently works for NOAA’s National Climatic Data
Center (NCDC) in Silver Spring, Maryland. In 1999, Dr. Diamond began serving as the U.S.
Global Climate Observing System Program Manager. Since then he assumed the roles as (a)
editor of the Tropics Chapter for the annual State of the Climate reports coordinated and
published by NCDC (since 2005); (b) Director of the World Data Center for Meteorology (since
2006); (c) program manager for the U.S. Climate Reference Network program (since 2007); (d)
atmospheric climate observing liaison to the NOAA Climate Program Office’s Climate
Observations Division (since 2007); and (e) member of the International Best Tracks Archive for
Climate Stewardship (IBTrACS) science and product team (since 2009).

In these various positions he has concentrated his efforts in implementing sustained climate
observing programs (and related data management efforts) both in the U.S., as well as in
developing nations with a particular emphasis in the Pacific Islands region. In this regard he has
worked closely with many individuals from several organizations from many nations, and
particularly from New Zealand and Australia. His specific research areas of interest involve
southern hemispheric climate research involving tropical cyclones (including assisting in the
production of the annual TC outlook for the southwest Pacific), Antarctic sea ice, and general
trends in climate that involve relationships to various global and regional teleconnections such as
the El Nifio Southern Oscillation, Southern Annular Mode, Pacific Decadal Oscillation, and
Madden-Julian Oscillation.

Dr. Diamond has a passion for climate science research, related data management and access
activities, and their application to a variety of climate-related studies. As such he enjoys helping
users find and use information and data related to all aspects of climate research, and has worked
to mentoring and assisting students at the University of the South Pacific in Suva, Fiji, in their
climate-related studies. In 2014, he successfully completed the requirements for a PhD degree in
Geography from the University of Auckland’s School of Environment where he conducted
climatological research work on tropical cyclones in the southwest Pacific. He successfully
completed the requirements for his PhD thesis in October 2014; and his research web site can be
found at http://apdrc.soest.hawaii.edu/projects/speartc/.
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Education:
1981 B.S., Florida State University; Tallahassee, Florida, Biological Sciences (Cum Laude)
1994 M.S., University of Maryland; College Park, Maryland, Technology Management
2014 PhD., University of Auckland; Auckland, New Zealand, Geography; Thesis Title:

A Climatological Study of Tropical Cyclones in the Southwest Pacific Ocean Basin

Honors/Distinctions:

2010 U.S. Department of Commerce Silver Medal

2007 U.S. Department of Commerce Bronze Medal

2000 Medal of Recognition from the President's Year 2000 (Y2K) Council
1998 National Weather Association Aviation Meteorology Award

1997 U.S. Department of Commerce Silver Medal

1995 U.S. Department of Commerce Bronze Medal

1994 U.S. National Weather Service Modernization Award

Professional Society Affiliations:

2014-Present Professional Member, Royal Society of New Zealand

2006-10 Chair of AMS Southern Hemisphere Meteorology & Oceanography Committee
2009-Present Member Australian Meteorological and Oceanographic Society

2005-Present Member American Geophysical Union

2005-Present Member New Zealand Geographical Society

2003-Present Member New Zealand Meteorological Society

1995-Present Member National Weather Association

1994-Present Member American Meteorological Society

Professional Positions Held:

2007-present U.S. Climate Reference Network Program Manager (NOAA/NCDC)
2006-present Director, World Data Center for Meteorology, Asheville (NOAA/NCDC)
1999-present U.S. Global Climate Observing System Program Manager (NOAA/NCDC)

1993-99 Modernization Implementation Manager, NOAA/National Weather Service
1987-93 Configuration Manager, NOAA/National Weather Service
1981-87 Cartographer, NOAA/National Ocean Service
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e Greg Bodeker, Bodeker Scientific; greg@bodekerscientific.com
Elisabeth Holland, University of the South Pacific; elisabeth.holland@usp.ac.fj
David Jones, Australian Bureau of Meteorology; D.Jones@bom.gov.au
Penehuro Lefale, Bodeker Scientific; pene@bodekerscientific.com
James Lunny, NZ Metservice; James.Lunny@metservice.com
Glenn McGregor, Durham University; glenn.mcgregor@durham.ac.uk
Brett Mullan, NIWA; Brett.Mullan@niwa.co.nz
Neil Plummer, Australian Bureau of Meteorology; N.Plummer@bom.gov.au
James Renwick, Victoria University of Wellington; James.Renwick@vuw.ac.nz
Andrew Tait, NIWA; Andrew.Tait@niwa.co.nz
David Wratt, NIWA (retired); David. Wratt@niwa.co.nz
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